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About

How my expertise will optimize 
your experience



Joseph Smogard 

Founder & Partner of MyPhilly.House Team 
Joe@MyPhilly.House
Direct: (484) 868-9949
Licensed in PA and NJ  

Joseph Smogard graduated from Case Western University in 2011 with a 
degree in Management with a Concentration in Finance and a Minor in 
Political Science. Upon graduation, Joseph worked for PNC Bank as an 
Auditor. In 2014 Joseph decided to start working for himself instead of for a 
larger company and founded the MyPhilly.House Team. 
 
Joseph grew up with a family business New Construction and has been able 
to use his background in Finance and Construction to offer help and 
guidance to his clients throughout the buying and selling process. He has the 
unique ability to see the business of real estate from all aspects to help 
provide his clients the highest level of service. He uses this knowledge to not 
only help his clients but also to empower them by encouraging clients to 
learn more about real estate when they are in the process of buying or 
selling. Joseph is passionate about the city of Philadelphia and highlighting 
all it has to offer.

Stats

$11M
Total sales in 
2019

25
Transactions
in 2019

6
years
in real estate



MyPhilly.House Team

Team Description

The qualified and experienced 
agents at MyPhilly.House 
understand that real estate 
isn’t just about prices. With 
over $84,000,000 in sales in 
2019, we know how to match 
our clients with properties that 
fit their lifestyles and their 
budgets, all right here in the 
Greater Philadelphia area. We 
offer extensive knowledge 
backed by consumer research 
to help guide you through your 
real estate journey. 

Our Stats

$84M
Total sales in 
2019

200%
Sales growth
year over year

197
Transactions
in 2019

1.3M
Record
sale

60+
Collective years
in real estate



Starting Questions for New Home Buyers

Every home search should begin with a series of questions to help 
you figure out your home search.  Below are some questions for you 
to think about and help you get on the right track when you start 
your home search

General 
Questions

Timeline

What is the timeline 
for your home 
search? 

1 Month? 
3 Months? 
Within the next year?

Locations

 
Neighborhood? 

Specific Zip Code? 

 
School District? 

Commute

Do you need to be 
near a train station? 
 
Limit on how long it 
takes to drive to the 
office? 

Home
Your New 

Type of Home

Single Detached?  

Location?

Twin? 

Condo or HOA?

Size

 

Number of 
Bedrooms? 

Bathrooms? 
 
Overall Sqft? 

Amenities 

 
Central Air? 

Master Walk-In 
Closet and Ensuite? 
 
Finished Basement? 

Financing
Price Range

What monthly 
payment range 
would you feel 
comfortable with?  

Down Payment

 

How much do you 
have for a down 
payment? 

3%, 5% 10% & 20% are 
all conventional 
mortgage options

Pre-Approval

 

Have you talked with 
a Mortgage Lender 
yet? 

We have 
recommendations!  

 



Do's and Don'ts for Buying a Home

Taxes can be a large part of your monthly payment. 
Typically, when you are pre-approved, the lender 
reviews your financial information and gives you the 
"OK" to look for a home up to a certain purchase price.
You should ask the lender to give you an idea of a 
monthly payment amount that you are approved for in 
addition to a purchase price.  For Example: A house 
with a purchase price of $450,000 and $5,400 a year in 
taxes will have a higher monthly payment ($2,150) than 
a new construction house with a purchase price of 
$550,000 and $825 a year in taxes ($2,128).

DO -  Understand Your Price Range

It is easy to get wrapped up in all of the little things 
that a house has that you don’t like or want to 
change. In order to find the right home for you, it is 
crucial to look past the bright pink wall color or the 
outdated sink fixtures. It is important that you like 
the layout of the house, the set up of the bathrooms 
and the location of the home because these are 
some of the most expensive or impossible features to 
change.

DON'T - Sweat the Little Things



Do's and Don'ts for Buying a Home

It is important to drive the neighborhood multiple times 
before you buy a house. Drive by during the middle of 
the day, drive by during rush hour, drive by at 
dinnertime, drive by on the weekends, and drive by 
again late at night. It sounds silly to drive through the 
neighborhood so much, but when you buy a house, you 
are buying the neighborhood too. It is also important to 
drive to the grocery store, gas station, pharmacy or 
anywhere else you might drive on a regular basis. Even 
if it is just to learn the commute and build confidence 
that this location is the right location for you.

DO - Drive the Neighborhood

When you are looking for a home, it is important to 
pay attention to the taxes on the property. Taxes are 
divided by 12 (annually) while your mortgage is 
divided by 360 (30 Years). For every $1,000 a year in 
taxes you will pay $83 a month, so for a house with 
$5,000 a year in taxes you will pay $415 a month in 
taxes. The $83 a month is the equivalent of $21,000 
in purchasing power.

DON'T - Forget to Consider Taxes 









Networking Capabilities
Aided by state-of-the-art Compass technology,
I'm strategically connected to the market's entire
brokerage community.

Unprecedented reach

find you the right property.

Using the Network tool, I can
identify the right brokers, and
correspond with ideal prospective
Listing Agents through a series of email
campaigns and targeted outreach to 





Closing Costs
From your attorney to property surveyors, there are a number 
of costs to anticipate throughout the buying process. Here are 
the standard fees you can expect to incur.

Type Fee Estimated Cost

Broker Broker FREE TO BUYERS 

Mortgage Lenders  Origination  $900-$1,500 typically

Title Insurance  Vested Abstract  PA set rates (~1% of purchase price)

Tax Escrows & Reimbursements 

Total Expected 

Reimbursement
Tax Escrow

Expect to pay a total of 12 Months 
worth of taxes at closing

Any amount Seller has already paid
Up to 12 months of taxes 

Transfer Tax PA State Transfer Tax (per side)
Philadelphia 

   1%
1.139% (on top of the State)

Recording &
Closing

Based on County of Purchase $500-$700



Our mission is to help everyone 
find their place in the world.


